AS TOU LIKE IT	17*
July 14, 1786, under the Hallam-Henry management
at the John Street Theatre, New York, with Mrs Kenna,
newly come from England, as Rosalind. We find it
again in 1794 in the second season of the theatre at
Boston; and the Wignell-Reinagle Company played it
at the Chestnut Street Theatre, New York, in 1794-5.
In 1798 the new first Park Theatre, New York, opened
with it. In 1856 Laura Keene acts Rosalind; during
the eighteen-eighties Rose Coghlan is often seen,
indoors and out-of-doors, in the part. And in 1889 Ada
Rehan acts it for the first time at Daly's Theatre, New
York. In the year before, another American actress,
Miss Mary Anderson, had played the part at the
Memorial Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon—and had
been made to sing the Cuckoo Song. When Daly's
version of the play was shown at the Lyceum Theatre,
London, in July 1890, it was found that this hardy
improver of Shakespeare had restored the First Lord's
speeches to their proper owner, and that Miss Rehan,
enchanting Rosalind that she was, did not have to sing
the Cuckoo Song. Other Americans who have acted
the play in England are Mr E. H. Sothern and Miss
Julia Marlowe, in 1907, the year in which Mr Oscar
Asche produced it at His Majesty's Theatre. In 1911
Miss Phyllis Neilson-Terry chose it for her first
appearance on the stage, and gave Miss Miriam Lewes
the chance of setting her Celia beside Mrs Clive's; and *
in igao^Mr Nigel Playfair, at the St James's Theatre,
with Miss Athene Seyler for Rosalind, staged it and
produced it with originality and a fine dramatic economy.
In this long and populous tale there is one great
and obvious gap. Miss Ellen Terry has never played
Rosalind. It may be counted among the lapses in Henry
Irving's judgment that he did not take Squire Ban-
croft's advice (The Bancrofts, 1909, pp. 326-7) and
put up the play, with himself as Touchstone. What a
Rosalind, and what a Touchstone, were lost!
harold child.

